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Your monthly update on The Renaissance Project 

Friends, 

 

Ramadan is finally 

here and it promises to 

be our busiest month 

since our inception! 

This month’s edition 

will  focus on mercy 

and compassion, and 

what better way to do 

so than by helping 

the children of Syria? 

Gifts For Good Campaign 
 

The situation in Syria needs no introduction. Like 

many of you, I simply cannot stand to see our 

brothers and sisters suffer any longer. Yes, we may 

not be able to solve all their problems, but our efforts 

can certainly alleviate their suffering. 

 

Most organizations have focused on collecting food 

and medicine for Syrian refugees. But what the 

camps need most are the basic items required for 

the thousands of displaced children.  

 

This is why throughout Ramadan, we will 

focus on collecting items for the children of 

Syria: clothes, books for their education, 

and toys for Eid. 
 

I ask you to join me; join me in collecting these 

precious products that will help bring a smile to the 

face of every single child living in a Syrian refugee 

camp.  

 

How to contribute:  
 

1. Drop off your used items at one of our 

designated locations throughout Ramadan 

2. Buy new toys and clothes for the campaign at 

Toys R Us Mina Corniche Abu Dhabi, which was 

kind enough to offer us huge discounts. 

3. Spread the Word! 

 

For more information, check page 2 of the newsletter 

or check the link: http://www.the-renaissance-

project.com/#!gifts4good/c1f1x 

“Chivalry, Philanthropy, Justice and Liberation” 
  Salah Al-Din -  Muslim of the Month                By Yasmine Saqer 

displayed strong leadership qualities, making him renowned and 

respected by allies and enemies alike for his polite behavior, 

honesty, mercy, and exemplary chivalry.  

 

In retaliation for raids against the Muslim populace that broke the peace 

between him and the crusaders, Salah Al-Din moved against the 

crusader armies and defeated them at the famous battle of Hattin in 

1187. The crushing victory allowed him to free large provinces of 

Palestine and Syria, and more importantly, Jerusalem. With liberation, 

Muslim slaves were freed and Islam’s holy cites restored. But what is 

most astonishing about Salah Al-Din is the compassion and mercy he 

showed his enemies. Untroubled by the crusaders’ betrayals or the 

brutality showed during their conquests, Salah Al-Din allowed citizens to 

leave the city by choice. No harm was brought to any population, and he 

granted Balian of Ibelin safe passage to be reunited with his family after 

his surrender. Furthermore, once Muslim claims to Jerusalem were 

restored, Salah Al-Din permitted Christian pilgrimages to Jerusalem and 

allowed the Church of the Holy Sepulcher to remain with the Christians.  

 

At the height of his power, Salah Al-Din ruled over Egypt, Syria, Iraq, 

Hejaz, and Yemen. In addition to his military accomplishments, he sought 

to re-educate Egyptians, building colleges and mosques in Cairo to teach 

religion, administration, mathematics, geodesy, physics, and medicine. 

Salah Al-Din died of fever at age 55 in 1193, with only one piece of gold 

and 40 pieces of silver in his possession. He had given away all of his 

wealth to the poor, leaving nothing to pay for his funeral. 

 

A respected conqueror and a hero of Islam, Salah Al-Din was an 

exceptional military leader and a unique example of a chivalrous historical 

figure. 

  

  The Amazing Miracle of Birth! Chapter 12 

Read the amazing scientific miracles of Birth found in the Quran: 

http://www.the-renaissance-project.com/#!al-kitab/c199t 

 

Born in Tikrit, Iraq in 1138, Salah Al-Din 

was a Muslim of Kurdish descent. He 

began his military career when he was 

sent to serve his uncle and important 

military commander, Assad Al-Din 

Shikruh, on his campaigns in Egypt. 

Battling the crusaders, Salah Al-Din 

proved himself as a brave warrior, 

brilliant commander, and a formidable 

strategist. These qualities would propel 

him to become the Sultan of Egypt and 

the founder of the Ayyubid Dynasty in 

1171.  

 

Uniting Muslim states, Salah Al-Din 
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She has to remain strong, but she simply cannot keep her tears at bay; 
her house lies in ruins, her husband among the dead, and her beautiful 
children, all under the age of five, are traumatized, hungry, and 
scared. She tries to escape the violence by leaving the country, but no 
country will have her. As she cries for help, Rawan finally stumbles on 
a camp inside Syria right next to the Turkish border, 13 km away from 
Reyhani. She has found a glimpse of hope here, for in this village the 
Olive Tree Camp, run by charities such as the Maram Foundation is 
providing food, shelter, and basic necessities for Syrians displaced by 

the conflict. An estimated 25000 people live in this camp, of 
which 15 thousand are under the age of 15, and around 4 are 
under the age of three.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As the camp size continues to grow, foundations are finding it 
increasingly difficult to provide for refugees. Water, food, and 
clothing are in severe shortage. But what is most absent from the 
camp is a sense of normality. Laughter, play, and education have all 
taken a back seat in this troubled times. To this I sit down and 

wonder, are the children of Syria not entitled to embrace their 
childhood? Are they not entitled to receive gifts for Eid? Books 
for their education? Decent clothing?  
 
This Ramadan, The Renaissance Project aims to bring a smile to the 
face of every single child in the Olive Tree Camp. Join us throughout 

the holy month in donating clothes, toys, and books by dropping 

them off at the following locations: Hollywood Tans (Marks and 

Spencer building – Futooh Al Khair Mall), Boulavard (Next to Raha 

Mall), Apicae (Khaldiya). Alternatively, you can buy new toys and 
clothes from any retailer, or get a special discount from Toys 
R Us Abu Dhabi Mina Branch. Ask their staff for toys designated to 
the Syrian campaign “Giftsforgood”, purchase the items and leave 
them there. We will collect them directly from the store.      
  

RENAISSANCE MONTHLY 

AYAH OF THE MONTH 
EPISODE 5  -  “Mercy” 

In this segment, we recognize the 

work of individuals who have 

contributed to the success of the 

project. This month, I would like to 

extend my gratitude to Jinan, 
who’s help has been so important in 

improving our Ayah of the Month 

Episodes. 

Help Syrian Refugees 
Gifts for Good Campaign 

As some of you may have noticed, the first 2 episodes of Ayah 

of the Month were atrocious when it came to video quality and 

overall production. Revamping our newsletter, I knew that the 

Ayah of the Month needed a major overhaul. Enter Jinan, who’s 

guidance, expertise and support has been critical to Segment’s 

success. Thank you Jinan for your continued contribution; I 

really do appreciate it. 

WHO WE ARE GRATEFUL TO 
Jinan – Ayah of the Month Producer 
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The Renaissance Project 

@ProjectR2012 
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