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Your monthly update on The Renaissance Project 

Dear Friends, 

 

Welcome to our last 

edition of our 2013 

newsletter. This month, 

we travel to Tunisia to 

see the oldest mosque 

in North Africa “Jame 

Kairouan Al Akbar”.  

We also celebrate the 

accomplishments of our Muslim of the Month, Ibn 

Sirin, who turned the practice of interpreting dreams 

into a field of study. Finally, we highlight the work of 

Souriyat Without Borders , an NGO nurses and 

provide for victims of the syrian conflict.  

  

Big news on the scholarship front; we are currently 

exploring the possibility of extending the 

program to Iraq; heart of the middle east’s 

previous scientific revolution 

 

Due to the security issues and lack of familiarity with 

the educational system in the country, we would like 

to ask our readers for their support. If you know any 

contacts that have knowledge of the higher education 

sector in Iraq, please let contact me directly; your 

help is much appreciated.  

 

On the publishing front, i am so glad to release 

Chapter 13 of Al Kitab which compares scientific 

findings relating to the human brain with verses from 

the Quran.  The chapter highlights verses that 

identify the prefrontal cortex of the brain as 

the center of judgment; an extraordinary 

discovery. 

 

The link to the chapter can be seen below.  

 

Best Regards 

 

Mohamed Al Qadhi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Interpreter”  
Ibn Sirin  - Muslim of the Month by Samar Saeed 

remarkably clever as a young child. Spotting his potential, his father 
urged him to purse the attainment of knowledge and craft skills. He 
would do so by studying the Quran, Hadith and “Fiqh” until the age of 
20. He also ventured into mastering a craft, learning the practical 
elements of trading olive oil.  
 

Despite his prominence as a scholar, he was unsatisfied as he was not 
able to distinguish himself or find his calling. He thus migrated to Basra 
on a soul searching mission while continuing both his studies and 
expanding his olive oil trade business.  
 

During his time in Basra, Ibn Sirin became renowned for his honesty 
and integrity as a trader but an unfortunate turn of events were in 
store for him.  During a trade deal, he purchased 40,000 Dirhams 
worth of olive oil and agreed to pay the seller in installments. Shortly 
after, Ibn Sirin returned to his shop and found a decomposed rat in his 
purchased items. He realized the entire purchase was defected and 
dangerous to its users. He could not sell the olive oil, and could not risk 
returning it to the seller who would re-sell it again, so he threw the oil 
away.  Unable to repay the seller, Ibn Sirin was sued and sentenced to 
a year in prison. But faith did not depart Ibn Sirin and it was in the most 
unexpected of places, prison, where he found his calling of interpreting 
dreams.  

 

He encountered many visions during his time in prison leading him to 
question what he had seen. His curiosity led him study the Prophet's 
life, his dreams and their interpretations. He then brilliantly identified 
patterns and symbols that linked dreams to the Quran and the 
Prophets sayings. Ibn Sirin concluded the following: every vision has a 
symbol in the Quran or the Hadith that can lead us to an 
interpretation. He further recognized that interpretations of dream 
may vary between people, depending on the person’s character and 
current predicament. Finally, he realized that one should not base a 
decision or an action on a dream. 
 

Ibn Sirin is a true inspirational icon. A man of impeccable character, he 
symbolized honesty, creativity, intelligence and determination   

Honest, trustworthy and wise, Muhammad 
Ibn Sirin was one of the most influential, and 
innovative thinkers of his time. Though a 
trader by profession, he is best remembered 
for pioneering the study of dream 
interpretation and establishing its rules and 
methodology that are still followed today. 
 
Born in Medina in 653 A.D, Muhammad was  

Chapter 13 “The Mind” 

Read our newest chapter: http://www.the-

renaissance-project.com/#!al-kitab/c199t 
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Jame Kairouan Al Akbar - Kairouan, Tunisia 
Mosques Around the World 

It is was first built by the legendary Arab general Uqba Ibn 
Nafi in 670AD, but would acquire its current characteristics 
from a series of reconstruction efforts that took place in the 
9thCentury.  
 
From the outside, the Great Mosque of Kairouan is a 
fortress-like building. Although seemingly harsh, its external 
facades such as its towering porches, some of which are 
surmounted by cupolas, give the building a striking aspect 
characterized by a majestic sobriety. 

 
The mosque stretches over a vast space of 9000 square 
meters. It has a huge marble-paved courtyard that is 
surrounded by a countless number of arches. But perhaps 
its most striking feature is the massive minaret which is 
situated in the northern façade of the complex. It is over 31 
meters high and is said to be the world’s oldest minaret 
that is still standing. Furthermore, its design and features 
would serve as a prototype for minarets in North Africa and 
Andalusia for centuries.   

 
Inside, the prayer hall has over 414 columns made of 
marble, granite and porphyry. The hall is covered by 
painted ceilings decorated with beautiful works of arts, 
giving it a distinct look.  

 
But what is truly spectacular about this mosque is its 
historic significance. Not only is it one of the oldest places 
of worship in the Islamic world, it was a prominent center 
for education. Along with religious studies, the mosque 
hosted various courses in secular subjects such as 
mathematics, astronomy, botany and medicine and was 
home to some of the greatest intellects of the ancient 
world. The mosque was thus a place of worship and a 
prestigious university  making it a remarkable intellectual 
and cultural center. 

In this segment, we recognize the work of 

individuals who have contributed to the 

success of the project. This month, I would 

like to thank Amelia Shehadeh, one of Al 

Kitab’s important contributors. Amelia is a 

doctor by profession, who currently works in 

the UK. She was kind enough to take time out 

of her very busy schedule to offer guidance 

and support, and review and edit Chapter 12 

of Al Kitab which talks about Birth. 

The chapter proved to be a huge success and is personally one of 

my favorites. Thank you Amelia for all your hard work; I really do 

appreciate it. 

Heroes of Today 
“Souriyat Without Borders” 

So far, the center has kept afloat through the contributions of the 

founders and some generous donors. The center has also 

developed other streams of revenue such as catering and 

clothing . These activities not only generate income, but also 

employ other Syrian refugees, providing them with a valuable 

source of income.  

The NGO needs further contributions from charitable donors to 

keep the center alive. For that and all their hard work and 

positive impact they have had on the lives of many,  join me in 

recognizing their effort and spreading their story; your help would 

be much appreciated.  

Souriyat Among Borders is an NGO 

registered in both the UK and Jordan. 

It was established in 2012 by 5 

women with the aim of helping treat 

and nurse war victims of the Syrian 

conflict. The NGO currently operates 

a nursing center in Amman which 

treats and provides for more than 8 

women and 18 men. Injuries range 

from broken bones to failed organs.  

 

Towering over the 
UNESCO heritage 
village of Kairouan 
Tunisa, the great 
mosque of Kairouan is 
one of the oldest and 
most marvelous 
mosques in the world. 
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