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Your monthly update on The Renaissance Project 

Dear Friends, 

 

This month’s newsletter is 

themed around women 

and their role in an Islamic 

society. In it, you will find 

the story of the first ever 

Islamic minster(a woman), 

the first Turkish mosque 

designed by a woman, 

and Amr Khaled’s episode which talks about 

women's’ historic role in Islamic societies. Hope you 

enjoy the read. 

 

With regards to the renaissance project: I would like 

to inform you all that we are actively recruiting people 

to help with the renaissance project’s many initiatives 

and roles. If you are interested in contributing or 

becoming a permanent member of the team, please 

contact us directly.  

 

The big news this month is the completion of the Gifts 

for Good Campaign targeting Syrian children 

refugees living inside Syria. 

 

Our target was to collect 4000 items and I am 

pleased to announce that we exceed that, reaching 

more than 4800 items in total. To put this in 

perspective,  you have brought a smile to the face 

of 4800 people and contributed an estimated 

145,000 AED in total value to this charitable 

cause.  

 

Thank you all for your contributions and your efforts, 

you should be proud! An evaluation report will soon 

follow with all the details and will be made available 

on our website. 

 

I would also like to inform our readers that the much 

anticipated remaining chapters of Part 3 of Al Kitab 

will be released soon, starting with Chapter 13.  

 

Stay tuned for our latest announcements. 

 

Regards 

 

Mohamed Al Qadi 

 

Al-Shifa bint Abdullah : “Teacher, Healer, Statesman” 
Muslim of the Month  By Yasmine Saqer, Newsletter Editor 
 

At the Prophet’s request, Al-Shifa became responsible for the 

education of his wife, Hafsah bint Umar. In addition to her literacy, Al-

Shifa educated Hafsah on medical treatments–specializing in skin 

illnesses. Though she was originally born with the name Laylah, 

her newfound intelligence and abilities in medicine granted her 

the name “Shifa,” meaning “to heal.” 

 

As the city of Madinah developed after the prophet’s death, the 

markets grew tremendously and their supervision and regulation 

became imperative. In order to ensure their proper functioning and 

operation, Umar ibn Al-Khattab appointed Al-Shifa as the first 

ever Islamic minster, who was in charge of  overseeing the local 

market and ensuring that all business practices are conducted in 

accordance with the ethical principles of Islam.  

 

Al-Shifa excelled in her new role and her success in overseeing 

markets in Madinah pushed Umar to appoint another female, 

Samra’ bint Nuhayk, to oversee markets in Islam’s most 

important city - Makkah, setting a new precedent that encouraged 

women to work in the market place and take prominent roles within 

the state.  

 

Due to her education, dedication, and accomplishments, Al-Shifa 

would be celebrated for centuries as a role model and a true 

inspiration to women worldwide. Her example would set the precedent 

for women to seek education, join the labor force, and obtain 

prominent positions in running a country’s state of affairs. 

   

 

One of early Islam’s most valuable 

female figures, the wise Al-Shifa 

bint Abdullah was one of the most 

accomplished and respected 

woman of her time. Born in 

Mecca, Al-Shifa was one of the 

few women of her generation who 

learned how to read and write. 

With an aptitude that was 

considered a luxury at that time, 

Al-Shifa used her knowledge to 

teach others and became the first 

female teacher in Islamic 

history. 

 

 

“On Man, Satan and Evil”  

Read our Latest article: http://www.the-renaissance-

project.com/#!other-articles/c15n8 
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The Sakirin Mosque—Istanbul, Turkey 
Mosques Around the World By Yasmine Saqer 

RENAISSANCE MONTHLY 

On Umar and Women 
Amr Khaled 

In this segment, we recognize 

the work of individuals who have 

contributed to the success of the 

project.  

 

This month, I would like to thank 

a dear friend who was 

instrumental in creating and 

launching our newsletter:  

Tala Al Ramahi. 

 
Taking time out of her busy schedule, Tala was responsible for 

creating the foundations and design of the newsletter, 

developing its feature segments, and overseeing the 

production of the first two additions. Thank you Tala once 

again; I am forever indebted. 

WHO WE ARE GRATEFUL TO 
Tala Al Ramahi – Newsletter Designer 
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Among Istanbul’s magnificent Ottoman mosques and 

palaces, the Sakirin Mosque stands out as a modern 

masterpiece and the first Turkish mosque ever designed by a 

woman. 

 

Sponsored by a Turkish family in tribute to their late mother, 

Semiha Sakir, interior designer Zeynep Fadillioglu received 

the commission to redesign the mosque in 2008. An 

internationally acclaimed designer, known for her unique 

contemporary styling, Zeynep and her team of female artists 

fearlessly designed a mosque that was both bold 

aesthetically as well as conceptually. 

 

Among the many stunning elements of the Sakirin Mosque, 

the interior was built with a great deal of glass, letting in 

natural light and a view of the outside. But the most defining 

addition to the interior is the chandelier, built with water drop-

shaped glasses, “reflecting a prayer that Allah’s light should 

fall on worshippers like rain.” 

 

A fundamental construct of the mosque is that it was 

designed so men and women enjoy equal space and beauty. 

As is custom, men and women pray in separate areas in a 

mosque; men usually on the main floor, and women often in 

a smaller section. This is not the case in the Sakirin Mosque. 

Zeynep specifically designed the mosque so women are 

more comfortable and better able to take in the brilliance of 

their surroundings. 

 

A refreshing and unique piece of architecture, Zeynep gave 

the Sakirin Mosque and the city a much needed woman’s 

touch. 

 

Watch Amr Khaled’s Episode which discusses the great role that 
women played in the early years of Islam. The episode also discusses 
how Umar Ibn Al Khattab’s behavior towards women changes as he 
learns more about Islam and eventually becomes one of the biggest 
women supporter advocates 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=wSGwqFZzPS0 
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